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Short Stories:  History, Politics, Culture: LESSON PLAN

“Reminiscences of a Lord” by Petar Segeden 
RESOURCE MATERIALS:

Prerequisites:

Familiarity with the terms and concepts introduced in:

Intro to Literature lesson plan
Intro to Croatia lesson plan

Intro to Short Stories and Novels
Intro to historical and political short stories
Professor Resources:
See the bibliography at the end of the lesson plan

The Quiz is attached

 A vocabulary list is attached
Student’s Required Reading:

“Reminiscences of a Lord” by Petar Segeden
Audio, Visual, electronic information

None
Assignments
none

OBJECTIVES:
In this lesson, students will:

· Reinforce the concept of literature as experience 
· Discuss the characteristics of satire

· Discuss the perceptions of Croatians toward the British and other Europeans

· Discuss the historical references mentioned in the text
Reminisces of the Lord
	Time
	Content
	Activities

	7 min
	Introduction to the module and background
I. Gain Students’ interests: 
Set the scene in a British Manor House

Satire:

 is extended irony 

exaggerates

stereotypes


	Ask if any of them have: 

-Seen movies with British aristocrats – Remains of the day with Anthony Hopkins are an example.  
-seen British manor houses  in movies

- been to Great Britain

This SS will provide some experience with a British Lord and with the Croatian attitude toward the British

Review the characteristics of satire

	5 min
	II. Review instructional objectives with the students


	III Objectives:

Hand out a copy of the objectives or post them on the wall on newsprint where they can see them all the time and you can refer to them.  
The objectives are not broken out separately here because they are all dispersed throughout the text.

	7 min.
	IV. Quiz (attached)
	Hand out quiz and collect responses.

	20 min
	Analysis of the SS
For the British, social status is more important than money.  This is also true of the Croats, but their aristocracy was wiped out under Communism .

“The Island. (Par 2) refers to the British Isles.  The Brits are thought of throughout Europe as isolating themselves and thinking they are better than others.

Reference to the French Revolution and the Russian Emperor and the idea that the British never allowed revolt and overthrow of their monarchy. (Par3)  

Big Ben strikes between journal entries
The Hun is German (Par.3)
Ironically, (or unfathomably) they have been removed from many of their territories by revolt.  (Par 4)
He refers to the family coat of arms and hammering a nail himself (clearly except for gardening, he does not do servant’s work.

Yugoslavia refers to the country when all the separate peoples were under one country.  The blood shed refers to World War II.  Par 5

The discussion of the Marshal Tito rose also shows his lack of attention toward the real problem at hand. (Par 5)
The original nations refer to the nations which existed independently at various times in history before being united as Yugoslavia.  The unoriginal nations are people from surrounding countries. There are also various  religious affiliations.  The Croats are Roman Catholic, The Serbs are Orthodox Christians, and the Muslims (who may be Bosnian or Serb or Montinegrin) are Muslims.  The Albanians who have recently been in conflict with the serbs are a separate issue and different geographic territory from the Croats. (Par 6)
His attempt to sell the rose in (Par 10) takes the idea into the satirical absurd.  

His reference to reds points up the fall of communism.

The reference to the Serbs not being at war points out the political confusion of the times.  The army was actually the army of the former Yugoslavia which was located in Belgrade, the former capital of Yugoslavia and present capital of Serbia.  Since the boarders of independent nations had not been finalized, Serbia claimed that the attacking army belonged to the former Yugoslavia, which was trying to keep its nation (of which they were a part in tact).  It is also true that Milosivic was attempting to create a Greater Serbia, a nation who’s boarders took in all territory where ethnic Serbs lived.  As the Lord points out, that would also include London.  It is also interesting to note that the US told Milosovic that they (the US) would prefer one unified Yugoslavia as was the case under communist Tito, and it may well be the Milosovic believed he would have US military support for the Yugoslav army.  It should also be noted that since the most of the military supplies were in Balgrade, Croatia and Bosnia and Hertgovina had very little to fight with other than guns people had in their homes.  This is why they were so angry that Europe and the US stood by treating this as a regional problem. 
In (Par 11) we see more evidence of the Lord’s lack of understanding of the cultural differences with the discussion of honor and keeping your word.
The reference to the Byzantine Empire refers the occupation of that Empire during the middle ages.  The Serbs and Croats are complaining that the Lord left the negotiation to go to Christie’s.
The Lord makes references Rhodesia, the name the country took upon declaring independence from Great Britain in 1965 and Britain recognized their independence and name change in 1980.

In (Par 12) the Serbs point out that they have as much right as the Germans to have all their people in one nation.  We see the break down in negotiations and the setting up of a commission to arbitrate.
Spotted dick is a desert. 

In (Par 13) we learn that the Lord is being considered for the Nobel Peace prize.
(Par 14 & 15) refers to the making and breaking of cease fires.
In (Par 16), the firing on Dubrovnik starts. Dubrovnik, located about 40 kilometers from Montenegro, which is now part of Serbia is a medieval walled city and a UNESCO protected monument.  It was an independent republic through centuries Croatia’s occupation and the meeting place of intellectuals and diplomats from east and west from the mid 1940’s through the 1980’s under communism.  It had absolutely no military purpose.  This event incensed the Western world and opened their eyes to the plight of Croatia.
In (Par 17) a comparison is made between Vukovar and Dresden, the town in Germany which was 85% destroyed during WWII, and about which there were questions about the legitimacy of the bombing.

(Par 18) shows us that the Lord is not alone in his insensitivity.  The Prince of Wales, who we know as Prince Charles, Dianna’s husband, heir to the British throne, has had no involvement at all up to this point, and now his concern is to preserve the Baroque architecture.

The reference to Jacobinical principles links this war with the French revolution and the terroris inflcted by the Jacobins who were revolutionaries.

In (Par 19), the Germans are referred to using the derogotory term Hun, refering to the brief occupation of parts of Germany by Attila in the 5th century.  If Germany recognizes the indepentent nation of Croatia, then the war will stop
 and there will be no peace prize for the Lord.  Treblinka is a camp where Jews from the ghettos of Warsaw in Poland were taken to be exterminated.
The reference to the new Hapsburg empire is a reference to the occupation of the areas of the entire former Yugoslavia during the 19th century by the Austrian Empire under Hapsburg rule.

Butros is most likely referring to Boutros Boutros-Ghali, the Secretary General of the UN in 1992-1996.

Big Jim probaby referrs to former President Jimmy Carter throught the Carter Center which “addresses national and international issues of public policy” was engaged in mediation in Bosnia in 1994
The remaining paragraphs represent the unraveling of his efforts and indicate that he will have to start over in Bosnia whose conflict was finally resolved in 1995 by the Dayton Peace accord.

	Lecture discussion:   

Ask students how they feel when they put themselves in the room of the opening scene.
Point out where you begin to realize that this is ironic is at the end of the first Par with the tongue in cheek description of his importance and writing skills 

Point out that this is an example of tone.

In the 2nd par. The bowel movement makes it clear this is satire.
Radio depends on sound effects to carry feelings Ask if they know what made the British Empire collapse
You have to point out to them that the satisfactory movement refers to the bowel movement.  They don’t get that connection.
Par 4 shows the arrogance of feeling other countries make a mess and they have to fix it. Par 4

You may need to point out the arrogance of the passages in par 6 where the Lord things everyone should speak English – sadly many Americans feel that way.

Point out the passage at the end of par 6 where the Lord objects to them mutilating one another with knives because Britain has sold them all kinds of weapons

They may well miss the irony in this passage.

It would be good to display a map in order to make all these distinctions.

Point out the ironies in the small 8th and 9th paragraphs.
Point out the metaphor of the fading petals in par 10
In par 11 make sure they connect the reference to the Byzantine to the Bosnian Chronicle which they read in the novel module. 
Point absurdity of the Lord thinking his scheduled time at Christie’s (like his bowel movements) is more important than the peace talks.

The continuous references to Rhodesia shows that the Lord, even though he was engaged in diplomatic connections with Zimbabwe does not even recognize their name.
The author’s choice of Germany as the country to compare Serbia to is important because the Croats feel that Milosevic is like Hitler in his concept of the Greater Serbia, and that he is resorting to genocide to accomplish his goal.

Wanting a bit of fog is also metaphorical as well as the cultural difference of practicing avoidance.

The rapid fire style of the small paragraphs replicates the going in and out of cease fire.

The shelling of Dubrovnik presents and opportunity to discuss such issues as the attempt to terrorize the enemy and the fact that the decision to shell this city was a huge strategic error since it brought the international community down on Serbia. 
The comparison of the towns is an excellent literary technique to help the reader who probably does not know much about Vukovar understand the extent of the destruction.
The reference to the French Jacobin cal principles.

The term Hun for Germans seems to be used by several Croatian authors.
Par 19 is satire at its best; the insensitivity here escalates to a level that is incomprehensible.

.

This is a radio play and the final paragraphs form an excellent denouement.
The references to Bosnia may reflect that the Lord does not know that a peace reinforced by Nato presence had already been installed there or he may be angry that Jimmy Carter succeeded, or perhaps he thinks they will come down with diarrhea.


	
	Summary and assignment for next class
	For the next class read “The Library” At the same time the war for Independence took place in Croatia, Bosnia was fighting the Serbs for their Independence.  This story takes place in Sarajevo, the capital of Bosnia.    


Vocabulary
privy counselor  - P1

Noblesse oblige

Lineage

Vulgar

Lexus – par 2
Inexorable –par3

Quotidian – par 4

Unfathomable

Maladroit ness
Duality
Calumny
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Quiz
In “Reminiscences of he Lord”, 

1. What is it that chimes between sections?

2. What does “satisfactory movement” mean?

3. What country is Belgrade capital of?

4. Where are the Peace negotiations being held?

5. What country is he referring to when he speaks of the “Huns”?

6. What is Lord Badminton trying to do with the Marshall Tito rose at the Peace conference?

7. Why shouldn’t the Serbs have to cut out the eyes of the Croats? 

Examine the premise of the course: Literature is experience 
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