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Introduction to Novels and Short Stories: LESSON PLAN
RESOURCE MATERIALS:

Prerequisites:
Familiarity with the following terms and concepts:  plot, character, setting, etc as presented in
Intro to Literature Lesson Plan
Professor Resources:

Websites:  
Keegan, Alex (ed) 1999  “What is a Short Story” Writer’s Write recovered August 30, 2004 www.writerswrite.com/journal/sep99/keegan20.htm
“Meaning of Essay”,Hyperdictionary, retrieved December 11, 2004, http://www.hyperdictionary.com/dictionary/essay
“Guide to Different Kinds of Essays,” English Works, retrieved on December 11, 2004, http://depts.gallaudet.edu/englishworks/writing/essay.html
“The UVic Writer’s Guide: The Essay”, UVic English, http://web.uvic.ca/wguide/Pages/EssaysToc.html
Student’s Required Reading and/or handouts:
Short Story list 
Audio, Visual, electronic information

PowerPoint Presentation: “Introduction to Novel and Short Stories”
Assignments

For next class, read “Camao” by Antun Matos
OBJECTIVES:
In this lesson, students will:

· Reinforce the concept of literature as experience

· Examine the characteristics which distinguish the short story from the novel
· Examine the focuses or approaches of the stories: action and adventure, suspense, mystery, romance, psychological,  philosophical , political, cultural, sociological or science fiction,
· Discuss the categories of short stories and Novels to be examined:  Fantasy, Autobiographical, Historical, Political and Satire 
Introduction to Short Stories and Novels 
	Time
	Content
	Activities

	5 in
	Introduction to the module

Gain Students’ interest

The class will minimize the reading for each student while maximizing the exposure to Croatian literature, history and culture.

.  
	Lecture
Tell students:
We will read three different types of Short Stories: fantasy short stories which have some resemblance to Edgar Allen Poe’s work, the autobiographical short stories of one author, and short stories and essays that are of a cultural or historical focus; in addition, the short stories will give us some insight into the culture and society.
We will read one novel by each of you reading a chapter and each of you will read an additional novel and a short story and report to the class.

	5min

group 

discussion

15 in presentation
	Ask the following question:

Background Question    

-What  makes a short story or novel interesting to you: action and adventure, suspense, mystery, romance, psychological approach, philosophical approach, sociological approach, political issues, cultural stories, science fiction  



	Background 

Place the students in groups of 5-6 and ask them to talk to each other about what they have read and to make a list of short stories, and novels, each with its type.

Select one which gave an important experience.

Groups hang their newsprint and report the experience.



	3 min
	Review instructional objectives with the students


	Objectives:

Hand out a copy of the objectives or post them on the board or wall on newsprint where they can be seen all the time and you can refer to them.  

	7 min
	. Comparison and Contrast of the Short Story and Novel


Plot:
SS:  Usually have a single plot line

Novel can have Complex interweaving plots and subplots

Characters:

Novel: can introduce more characters

            It is easier for characters to be dynamic and round and complex

SS: most characters are static 

Poetic Technique

It is easier to sustain a poetic style than in a novel.
	Lecture Discussion
Show the PPT Intro to Novel and Short Story
Make sure students realize that these are generalizations and there are exceptions.  Students will be expected to apply these concepts to their summaries



	10 min
	Types of Short Stories and Novels

· Discuss the categories of SS and Novels and essays to be examined:  Fantasy, Autobiographical, Historical, Political and Satire

Fantasy – these Plots are like dreams or more often nightmares.  The theme may teach us something or it may just exercise our imagination.

Autobiographical – while these are fictional stories, we recognize characters or events to be very close to what we know of the life of the author.  It is a mistake to assume that , therefore, the whole thing is true.

Historical Fiction – The characters are people who actually lived in history, and the plot may be based on some historical facts, but the author takes the liberty to create the story he wants and so it is fiction.

Political – Sometimes rather than write an essay  to say what is happening in a political situation, the author writes a story to make his point. Sometimes the author is trying to protect himself from being arrested.
Satire – Here the author is greatly exaggerating a situation or using verbal irony  to illustrate a situation, often a political or social issue.
Essay – a piece of writing that argues a point, often political.


	 Lecture Discussion

Throughout the Discussion, students should be encouraged to give examples of Short Stories they have read. 
(have an example from short stories the students are likely to have read)

Fantasy:  Poe: “The Cast of Amontillado”
Autobiographical: Mitch Alborn Tuesdays with Morrie
Historical, Political, Cultural: Harper Lee To Kill a Mockingbird 
Satire:  Comic strips: Doonesbury and Dilbert
Essay:  Thomas Paine, Common Sense



	5 min
	Assignment for next class:

A cause and effect essay will be due for the class after next.   


	Pass out the list of short stories.  Explain that each person will read one of the short stories and give a presentation about the story to class. The stories are designated as to which group they are in, and students can have a chance to look at the list and ask questions; if anyone has a preference, s/he can choose, otherwise a short story will be assigned at the next class.
Each student will read The Fantasy story “Camao” for the next class.  Indicate when they will given an oral presentation about their personally assigned short story..  

The students can have a choice if they want to look ahead on the list and make their wishes known next class.:




Examine the characteristics which distinguish the short story from the novel.





Examine the focus of the course: Literature is experience 
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