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Short Stories and Essays:  History, Politics, Culture: LESSON PLAN
RESOURCE MATERIALS:

Prerequisites:

Familiarity with the terms and concepts introduced in:

Intro to Literature lesson plan
Intro to Croatia lesson plan

Intro to Short Stories and Novels
Professor Resources:
The bibliography accompanies the PPT presentation and a general bibliography is at the end of this document
Student’s Required Reading:

none
Audio, Visual, electronic information

PPt: 19th and 20th Century Croatian History and Culture
Assignments

Read “The Dead Wood” for next class

OBJECTIVES:
In this lesson, students will:

· Reinforce the concept of literature as experience 
· Discuss the characteristics of satire

· Discuss cultural issues which will be touched on in the Short Stories and Essays
· Discuss the historical and cultural information relevant to these 20th century short stories (including events of the 19th century which lead up to the 20th)
· Discuss those issues which have been prevalent in the lives of Croatians for centuries
Short Stories and Essays:  History, Politics, Culture
	Time
	Content
	Activities

	10in
	Introduction to the module

Gain Students’ interests
History is most interesting when it is about the people who lived it rather then a list of dates and facts, these stories will give us some history and culture the interesting way.


	Ask if any of them have an interest in history.  Ask them to identify their specific interests: if any of them fit with these readings, point that out.

Ask if any of them have heard their parents or grandparents tell stories from the past.  Are any of these stories interesting? 

Point out that this is one way that we learn history and experience the past. 


	5 min
	Review instructional objectives with the students
	 Objectives:

Hand out a copy of the objectives or post them on the wall on newsprint where they can see them all the time and you can refer to them.  
The objectives are not broken out separately here because they are all dispersed throughout the text.

	10 min
	.Background and connection with past learning:
This module includes essays as well as short stories; an essay deals with a single subject and interest or presents the author’s point of view.  It can be about any topic from science to politics or literature.

The following terms and concepts will be encountered in discussing the literature or in the literature itself:

Irony

Satire
Archetype
Roman Catholic beliefs and practices
	Background 
Discuss the difference between an essay and a short story.
Ask the students to recall the definitions of the terms which will apply to these readings (under content)
Ask if they are familiar with the practice of donating money to the Catholic Church in exchange for having masses said for someone. 

On Native Ground has numerous references to burial customs and to customs in the Roman Catholic Church

	15 min
	History and Culture in Croatia 
· Austro-Hungarian occupation

· World War I

· Serbian Domination

· World War II

· Tito’s Communism

· The war for Independence
	Use the PPT 19th and 20th century  Croatian History  and Culture


	10 min
	Summary and Assignments:

This lesson has reviewed information concerning history, culture and literary concepts that will be used in this grouping of Short Stories

In addition to the short stories being discussed in class. 
Each student will read one short story in addition to those the entire class is reading.

For next class read The Dead Wood 
	Pass out the list of short stories.  Give students a chance to look at the list and ask questions; if anyone has a preference, s/he can choose, otherwise assign a short story to each student.

It would be helpful if some students were prepared to give their summary and to state the cause and effect of their essays.  These students will receive some reward in addition to having the opportunity to get feedback and help before writing their essay to hand in.
Point out that they will have to read this short story more than once because the “Wood,” for example, is a symbol as well as a setting.

It uses the dream or fantasy theme

It could be set in any war



Books and e-reserves  that can be used in preparing this class:

Daniel Kliac, Croatian History (This is a senior thesis written by a senior at the American College of Management and Technology)

Haywood John,(2002)  Historial Atlas of the 19th century World,  New York, Barnes and Noble 



(2002)  Historial Atlas of the World – AD 600-1492,  New York, Barnes and Noble

Katicic, Radoslav, Novak, Slobodan, (1987)Two Thousand Years of Writing in Croatia, Zagreb
Macan, Trpimir and Sentija Josip (1992) A Short Croatian History Zagreb SNL. 
Examine the premise of the course: Literature is experience 
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