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Introduction to Croatia: LESSON PLAN
RESOURCE MATERIALS:
Prerequisites:

The general introduction to the Course should precede this module. 
Professor Resources:

Find out if you have international students from Croatia at your university and invite them to come to class to answer questions.
An extensive list of books and websites used to prepare this lesson are listed at the end of the Lesson Plan
.

Student’s Required Reading:

None
Audio, Visual, electronic information

Power Point Presentation:  Introduction to Croatia  (this presentation can be printed on transparencies and used as overheads 
Assignments

none
OBJECTIVES:
In this lesson, students will:

· Examine the central premise of the course: Literature is experience.

· View photos of scenes from Croatia

· Examine some cultural differences between Croatia and the US*
· Examine some information about Croatia: History, and Architecture.
· Connect history with “experience.”

*International students can talk  about their own countries.  The information about other countries can be found in Nancy Adler’s book.
INTRODUCTION TO CROATIA 
	Time
	Content
	Activities

	5 min
	Introduction to the module

Gain Students’ interest
Reading literature from another country can be like taking a trip to that country.
	Ask the following question:

    -Do you like to travel and see different places and meet different people?

Ask them where they have traveled and ask what they liked about the foreign places, focusing especially on those who have been to Europe.

This not only gets the students interested, but it enables you to find out some of their background,  If overhead questions don’t work, let them talk in pairs or triads and then ask for an answer from each group


	5 min
	Establish Student Background and stimulate recall
 What students know about Croatia
	Background

Ask questions:  How many of you have heard of Croatia; know where it is; have been there?

Explain that as they listen to the Power Point they should ask or write down questions.
Show a map (There are maps on the PPT) 
It is ideal if the map of Croatia can be put on an overhead projector and left up while the PPT is shown.

	4 min
	Review the course goal and instructional objectives with the students


	Goals and Objectives:

Hand out a copy of the objectives or post them on the wall on easel paper.
 When objectives are placed where students can see them all the time, you can refer to them as you accomplish each objective.

	4 min
	Literature as Experience

History can also be told as a story

His Story (or hers)


	Point out that as they move through the Croatian Literature, they will see a different culture, a very rich history and meet characters and have adventures they have not had before. 
Students do not seem to easily grasp the concept of literature giving them an experience.  They have trouble getting past “boring” or “good book.”  They need to develop this ability so it is repeated throughout the course.

	20 min
	.


Croatian History,  and Architecture
A. Sites of Neanderthal Man

B. Persian/Iranian Roots

C. Greek city of Pharos

D. Romans and ruins
E. Diocletian’s palace

F. Fortifications against raids in the middle ages
G. Romanesque Portal of Trogir cathedral 1240

H. 14th Century Dubrovnik – a planned municipality
I. Croatia today

	This is a PowerPoint lecture; invite students to point out anything they might be interested in.  If they are going to do a research project, they might find and area of interest such as a period of history or a specific area of interest.
Indicate that you are giving them the most superficial taste of this very complex history, and that they will learn more as they approach the literature.


	7 min
	· Examine some cultural differences between Croatia and the US*

Cultural Differences

Nancy Adler

Being/Doing

Career/Life

Independence/Collectivism

Risk taking

(Tolerance for Ambiguity)

Power Distance


	During this part of the PPT, international students can be invited to guess on which end of the continuum their countries might fall.
For purposes of illustration, the countries have been positioned on the ends of the continuum, but in most cases the differences are not extreme.

It is essential to remind students that when we describe the attributes of a culture, we must be careful not to stereotype. While the description fits the culture, many individuals from that culture do not fit the description. For example, as Americans we cannot deny that we are very materialistic, but there are still some Americans who place little or no value on possessions.


	5 min
	Summary and Assignments
	Repeat that they will be gaining experience of this fascinating country through reading the literature

Review the assignments for the next class if there are any


Note:  Underlined type indicates an explanation of the pedagogical technique recommended.
Note: the following list is not yet complete:
Websites books and e-reserves  that can be used in preparing this class:

“Plitvice Lakes National Park” retrieved December 15, 2004, www.unesco.org/whc/sites/98bis.htm
Mestrov Milan, “Meeting the Natural History Guide,” retrieved December 15, 2004, www.np-plitvicka-jezera.hr/page.aspx?pageID=87&lan=en
Daniel Kliac, Croatian History (This is a senior thesis written by a senior at the American College of Management and Technology)

Haywood John,(2002)  Historial Atlas of the 19th century World,  New York, Barnes and Noble 



(2002)  Historial Atlas of the World – AD 600-1492,  New York, Barnes and Noble

Katicic, Radoslav, Novak, Slobodan, (1987)Two Thousand Years of Writing in Croatia, 
Macan, Trpimir and Sentija Josip (1992) A Short Croatian History SNL  Zagreb.
Adler, Nancy.(1997)  Third Edition, International Dimensions of Organizational Behavior, South-Western College Publishing
Zagreb

http://www.burger.si/Croatia/Zagreb/Zagreb.html
Photos

http://www.worldisround.com/articles/22160/photo36.html
Examine some information about Croatian History, and Architecture.











Connect history with “experience.”
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